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Western tuning systems

o Equal o Based on dividing
temperament info 12 equal parts

o Pythagorean o Based on ‘perfect

tuning fourths’ and *fifths’

o Just intfonation o Based on whole-
number ratios




Just intonation likes the lower end of the series

subminor supermajor
third second

greater lesser
tone tone

Perfect fourth

8

Pythagorean tuning only likes octaves, fifths and fourths
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Uh-oh, just intonation ratio is 5/4




Equal
Tempered

Just Pythagorean
infoned tuning

//4=457.8 16/9 = 465.1

3/2=392.4

5/4 =327.1 81/64 =331.1

261.6

Frequencies in Hertz based on A = 440Hz




Fundamental is

Needs to be adjusted
by syntonic comma
81/80, otherwise pitch drops!
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